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Jan 15, 2023 – 2 Epiphany  

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church – Dade City Florida 

Sermon Notes “Chosen” 

Memory Verses:   Isaiah 49: 6b & 7b  “6b…I will make you as a light for 

the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 

earth….Kings shall  see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate 

themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of 

Israel, who has chosen you.” 

Have you ever been chosen?  Consider who did the choosing and 

what you were chosen for… 

Our Scripture readings for today should help us to review who has 

chosen us and if the answer is God, what has He chosen us for? 

God has a purpose in mind for us … we have been chosen by God 

himself, even before we were aware of it.     

Isaiah 49:1-7 offers a description of the Servant-Savior provided by 

the LORD.  The Servant will administer not only the “sword” of God’s 

Law, but also the salvation delivered for us through the Gospel.   

As God’s spokesmen (such as Jeremiah, John the Baptist and Paul 

were chosen for their task before they were born (Lk. 1:15, Gal 1:15), 

so the Servant was called and equipped to bring His message of 

salvation to a worldwide audience before He became incarnate in a 

virgin’s womb.  Several Old Testament passages speak about the 

mother or birth of the Messiah (Genesis 3:15, Ps. 22:10, Is 7:14; 

Micah 5:2). Jesus was named while he was still in his mother’s 

womb, even before he was born.   

Hebrew word for choose in the Old Testament used by Moses 

frequently in Deuteronomy where the LORD explains that He chose 

Israel to be His holy people (Deut 14:2) God’s choice was based on 

His great love and not on Israel’s merits (Deuteronomy 7:6-8)   

In New Testament, Greek word “chosen” = “elected,” description of 

Christians.  (1 Thess. 1:4; 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Peter 1:1-2; Rev. 17:14) 
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Although God “chose” us “before the foundation of the world,”                   

(Eph. 1:4), not arbitrary choice.  He chose us to be saved by Christ, 

who Himself is God’s “Chosen One” (Luke 9:35; 1 Peter 2:4-6). God 

chose us in love, not anger or judgment; Paul speaks only of a 

choosing for redemption.  (Romans 8:29-33p 11: 5; John 15:16. 

God had chosen Israel to be His people through whom He would 

carry out His saving purpose.  Paul, chosen by God's grace revealed 

in Jesus Christ, is a living example that God has preserved for 

Himself a remnant in Israel. Those who become hardened and 

spiritually callous are in danger of God's frightening judgment. 

However, through the suffering for sin that Christ endured, even the 

sin of doubt is forgiven in those who trust in His grace. 

Pastor Rick Warren reveals the meaning of life through a Christian 

perspective as he directs people to consider their purpose in life.  He 

says there were 5 purposes you were created by God to fulfill:   

1- You were planned for God’s pleasure (Christian Worship) 

2- You were formed for God’s family, (unselfish Christian 

Fellowship),  

3- You were created to become like Christ (to grow into spiritual 

maturity (or Discipleship), 

4- You were shaped for Serving God through (Christian Ministry) 

(i.e. Serving God) and  

5- You were made for a mission  (Christian Mission)… which 

others might say  is to share God’s love with others.. 

Examples of worship in the Psalms as in Psalm 40, one of today’s 

lessons tell of what God has done for his chosen people (and us) and 

How the Psalmist was given the ability to respond.   Begins with 

patient waiting…remembering what God has done for us… 

Psalmist concludes with basic respectful request… 

Do Not Delay… OMG … (that is to say O My God).                                                     

So we might summarize this psalm by saying: 

One who has fallen away from God now cries out for His fatherly 

kindness and mercy.  As saint and sinner, we are unable to keep 

God’s Law perfectly, though He requires that we do so.  By the 
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power of His Word and Spirit and by faith, He instills in us a new 

desire.  Our Lord Jesus Christ kept the Law perfectly and died on our 

behalf that we might live with Him eternally in His kingdom.  

“The Chosen.” And  “ Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!”  preface to calling of first two of Jesus’ disciples, 

Simon Peter and Andrew.   

When Jesus called his first disciples, He revealed Himself to be the 

Messiah – the Son of God and Son of Man—the way to heaven.  

Today, people may still question Jesus’ invitation to follow Him.  Yet, 

Jesus overcomes unbelief through the Gospel testimony and 

graciously opens the way to heaven through His Word.   

discern God’s purpose in our lives, & remember our baptism and the 

Word of God invoked in baptism…when Christ our Lord says in the 

last chapter of Matthew:  ” Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) . 

 

 

Let’s Pray: 

O My LORD God, help me, that by Your grace I might learn Your 
Commanments more completely each day.  Preserve me, I earnestly 
pray, that by Your Holy Spirit I will never become ungrateful and 
seek after the world’s vanity or other gods, but cling truly and solely 
to You, dear God and Father. Amen. 
 
Now may the God of hope fill  us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope.  And 

may the LORD keep our hearts and minds through faith in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen.   


