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Jan 8, 2023 – 1 Epiphany Baptism of our LORD 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church – Dade City Florida 

Sermon Notes “Listen to the Voice of the LORD” 

Memory Verses:   Isaiah 42:5a & 6   “5Thus says God, the LORD,…6’I 

am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by 

the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a 

light for the nations,…’” 

Psalm 29:4 & 11 “4The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the 

LORD is full of majesty….11May the LORD give strength to his people!  

May the LORD bless his people with peace!” (Psalm 29:11) 

From 12 days of Christmas.  To Feast of the Epiphany or the 

Theophany (“revelation of God”).  

During Epiphany, we worship Jesus, who has given all mankind 

access to God through Himself.   

On the first Sunday after the Epiphany, the Church celebrates the 

Baptism,  of our LORD.    Jesus is baptized into our sins so that our 

Baptism might be into His death and resurrection for the forgiveness 

of sins.   

Scriptures for the celebration of the Baptism of our LORD, bear 

witness to the voice of the LORD as in  Matthew 3, we are reminded 

that God fulfilled his promise spoken through Isaiah when John the 

Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  And announced the authority for that 

assertion and call for repentance:  “For this is he who was spoken of 

by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness:  Prepare the way of the LORD; make his paths straight.” 

(Matthew 3: 3)                      Consider a couple of basic questions:  

“Whose voice do we listen to today?”    Do we shut out some voices 

and listen to others?  How can we know which voice to listen to? 

How can we hear the voice of God in our life today?                                                                

Servant Songs in Chapter 42:1-9; 49:11-13; 50:4-11; and 52:13-53:12.  
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All three persons of the Trinity are mentioned in 42:1…. God chose to 

call many individuals his servants. Abraham, Moses, and David to 

name a few.  In the servant songs of Isaiah it becomes progressively 

clear that Isaiah is not speaking “about himself or about someone 

else” among his fellow Israelites but is proclaiming “the good news 

about Jesus…”  just as Philip did in answering the Ethiopian 

eunuch’s question in  (Acts 8:30-35). In Jesus alone, God's soul 

delights without ever finding fault, as “a voice from heaven” declared 

at His Son's baptism and transfiguration (Mt. 3:17; 17:5). Because 

the Israelites, were in need of forgiveness, they could not save 

themselves, But God was promising a sinless servant who could 

redeem not only disobedient Israel but also all the nations. Luther 

said “he is calling us away from errors and therefore showing us 

someone else… the prophet points us to the Incarnate One and says 

that in this Head alone, in the unity of faith, we who were formerly 

scattered must be brought together… this was not written for 

Christ's sake but for ours, so that we may be sure about His work 

and teaching and may have certainty about the emptiness of our 

idolatry. Nobody understands these things unless he believes. You 

must believe that Christ is a servant. It is as Paul says in first 

Corinthians 2: 2 ‘I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified’…  

 In verse 5, Isaiah makes clear whose voice is speaking … God the 

LORD who created the heavens and the earth and who gives breath 

to people & spirit to those who walk on earth. God as “I AM” confirms 

His name emphasizing He will not tolerate praise to carved idols. 

In these verses, the Servant establishes a new covenant to save the 

nations.  Jesus Christ fulfilled this prophecy on our behalf.  He frees 

us from our sins by His righteousness alone. 

Reminders in Psalm 29 of God’s power &  voice. Yet “the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14) . God came to us in 

Jesus to speak his love and grace. In baptism, flood and voice 

combined to cleanse us. the prophets, David, and St. John heard the 

voice of the LORD relayed the LORD’s promise & fulfilment in the 

hearing of the Gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ as our LORD 

and Savior.   
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Saul’s conversion & transformation in Acts 9: “Who are you LORD?” 

… “ I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But rise and enter the 

city, and you will be told what to do.”  Ananias used to heal Saul who 

rose and was baptized and taking food was strengthened.  

St. Matthew recorded at the Baptism of Jesus, the heavens were 

opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and coming to rest on him; and he heard the voice from heaven say:  

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

So how can we hear the voice of God speaking to us today?  

Examples from Martin Luther and Hymns 

#332 or #611 in the ELW:  “ I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest;                                        

Lay down, O weary one, lay down Your head upon my breast.”                                       

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad;                                                                            

I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, ”Behold I freely give                                                     

The living water, thirsty one; Stoop down and drink and live.”                              

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;                                                

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, And now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light;                                

Look unto me, your morn shall rise, And all your day be bright.”                          

I looked to Jesus, and I found In him my star, my sun;                                                 

And in that light of life I’ll walk Till trav’ling days are done.   

Luther’s Small Catechism:  The Sacrament of Holy Baptism as the 

head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household: 

FIRST              What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's 

command and combined with God's Word.                                                                

Which is that Word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:” Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)  
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SECOND  What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and 

gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and 

promises of God declare.                                                                                                    

Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ  our  Lord says in the last chapter of Mark:” Whoever believes 

and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

THIRD  How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the Word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this Word of God 

in the water. For without God's Word the water is plain water and no 

Baptism. But with the Word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 

water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, 

as Saint Paul says in Titus, chapter 3: 

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy 

saying.”(Titus 3:5-8)  

FOURTH  What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and 

that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever.                     Where is this written? 

Saint Paul writes in Romans chapter 6: “we were therefore buried 

with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 

a new life.” (Romans 6:4)  

Let’s Pray:           Oh word of God, you became flesh to be our Savior.  
Let us hear your powerful voice that we might rejoice in our Baptism 
into your death and resurrection and respond to share your good 
news with others. Amen. 


