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Worship November 20, 2022 – Christ the King 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church – Dade City Florida 

Sermon “Distinguish Between Good and Evil” 

Dear Friends in Jesus Christ, our LORD and Savior.  

“…Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and our LORD, 
Jesus Christ.”  (2 Timothy 1:2) 

What would you describe as “doing good”? 

What would you describe as “doing evil”? 

Is there a darkness in your life would you like to be delivered from? 

The truths of the Holy Scriptures can help us to be delivered from 
darkness in our lives.  Reading and studying God’s Holy Word can 
help us to clarify the difference between the domain of darkness and 
the light of the Kingdom of God. As we celebrate Christ the King 
Sunday as the last Sunday in the church year calendar, we can also 
learn to celebrate that through Jesus, the prince of peace, we may 
receive redemption, the forgiveness of sins which delivers us from 
the domain of darkness and brings us into the light of Christ. 

Memory Verses:   Colossians 1:13-14 – “He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

In our world today, many seem burdened by confusion, especially 
when it comes to politics as we are bombarded by campaigns from 
different parties seeking our votes.  While I will not tell you from the 
pulpit to vote for one party candidate or another, when we turn to 
Scripture, we can have a measure that helps us to choose right from 
wrong and good over evil.   

As we turn to our first lesson for today from Malachi, we may 
discover that the people of Malachi’s day had blurred the distinction 
between good and evil.  That becomes clear by the questions that 
were being asked by some of the faithful who were perhaps starting 
to question their own faithfulness and whether it was really worth it 
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to follow in the commandments of God. The Priests were rebuked by 
the prophet for corrupting God’s commandments and the covenant 
of Levi by allowing the worship of foreign gods or idols. When the 
priests were asking, “How have we wearied the LORD with our 
words? The answer was given: By saying, “Everyone who does evil is 
good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.”  Or by 
asking, “ Where is the God of Justice?”  They were apparently trying 
to hard to be people pleasers rather than God pleasers. 

And in chapter 3, we learn that when they asked how they had 
spoken hard against the LORD, the response was, “You have said 
that it is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his 
charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? And 
now we call the arrogant blessed.  Evildoers not only prosper but 
they put God to the test and they escape.”   (3:13-15) 

Then a word of Gospel or good news was spoken regarding a book of 
remembrance of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his 
name. And the LORD of hosts said, They shall be mine…in the day 
when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a 
man spares his son who serves him. 

And next, we begin to get a glimpse of a distinction that is made 
between the righteous and the wicked when the comparison is made 
between the one who serves God and the one who does not serve 
him. 

The LORD assures those who fear Him that their service has not 
been in vain and that they will be spared on the Day of Judgment.  
God-fearing people know they are guilty according to God’s Law, but 
they also know God’s forgiveness leads them to love and trust Him 
all the more.   (Ps. 130:4) 

In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, it is clear that Paul cares very 
much for these new Christians, and he knows that God cares for 
them even more.  Unfortunately, false teachings that lead people to 
look to themselves instead of looking to God compete for the 
Colossians’ attention.  We have all been tempted to look to other 
things instead of Jesus for our salvation.  God is the only one who 
can overcome this evil.  In the background, Paul is praying fervently 
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for them.  In the foreground, Paul is boldly proclaiming the truth of 
salvation in Jesus. 

How can we sinners be sure that Christ’s work reconciles us to God?  
Paul says we have this assurance because of who Christ is: the 
image of the invisible God, the Creator, the one who is preeminent 
over all things.  What else would you look to for assurance?  To an 
angel?  To yourself? No, look to God Himself in Christ.   

Whatever the false teaching is that has infiltrated the Colossian 
Church, it is not the teaching of Jesus Christ. We too, can be drawn 
away from Christ by all sorts of attractive thoughts and words and 
empty promises.  Eventually, Christless or Christ-lite teachings will 
separate us from God and from one another.  But the treasures of 
His wisdom and knowledge overcome all temptation and defeat all 
deception.  His words will always encourage us and strengthen us in 
faith and love.  

That is why I selected our memory verses for today which remind us 
of what the LORD Almighty has done for us and all who repent of 
their sins and believe on Jesus as their LORD and Savior: 

Colossians 1:13-14 – “He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

The past tense points us back to Baptism, which incorporated us into 
Christ’s saving work (2:6-15) Human nature has been delivered into 
slavery and is held captive by the devil. The NT often uses 
light/darkness for the contrast between God and Satan, between 
salvation and sin (Acts 26:18) God’s power to save from the 
darkness of sin applies for all people.  Jesus taught that God’s 
Kingdom was the rule of His grace, which began with his ministry 
(Matt. 4:17) The beginning of God’s kingdom is the forgiveness of 
sins. 

Luther said in his Large Catechism “No one is baptized in order that 
he may become a prince, but, as the words say, that he ‘be saved.’  
We know that to be saved is nothing other than to be delivered from 
sin, death, and the devil.” 
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From the beginning of creation with his first temptation of Adam and 
Eve and in the New Testament, the devil tries to create doubts of the 
Sovereign wisdom of God and even in the temptation of Jesus, calls 
into question the divinity of Jesus with his deceptive efforts. In Luke 
chapter 4, the temptation of Jesus is recorded where the devil was 
adept at distorting Scripture and using it for his own purposes.  He 
tried to trick Jesus into using his divine powers for selfish purposes, 
but Jesus answered his doubting taunts with the truth and proper 
interpretation of Scripture.  In the first temptation, the devil said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 
bread.”  And Jesus answered him, “It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone.”  And when the devil tried to tempt Jesus with improper 
power, authority, and glory of all the kingdoms of the world, if Jesus 
would worship him, Jesus answered, “It is written, You shall worship 
the LORD your God, and him only shall you serve.”  And when the 
devil tempted him to wrongly use the angels to save him from 
destruction and quoted from the psalms (Ps. 91:11-12), Jesus 
answered him, it is said, “You shall not put the LORD your God to the 
test.’”  And the devil left him until an opportune time. 

The devil had also tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God’s 
command, and tried to create doubt about God’s motives and the 
authority of his Word and command, so the devil asked Eve,  “Did 
God actually say?” And the devil convinced Eve that the threat of 
death was not real and contradicted what God had said when he told 
Eve, “You will not surely die!”  As you read the account in Genesis 3, 
Note the progress of temptation:  having begun with doubt about 
God’s Word, he then moved to rejection of it, and now the serpent 
offers Eve the power to establish her own standard of right and 
wrong, to define truth for herself.  The temptation to which the 
serpent exposed the woman, and to which all humankind has been 
subject since the first disobedience, is the desire to become godlike, 
the desire to determine our own standards of good and evil and to 
direct our own affairs according to our will.   

And when the LORD addressed Cain in Genesis 4, He pointed out to 
Cain the contrast between good and evil and warns Cain to resist the 
temptation to take out his anger and disappointment on his brother, 
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Abel.  When the LORD said to Cain, “ Why are you angry, and why 
has your face fallen?  If you do well, will you not be accepted?  And if 
you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door.  Its desire is for you, 
but you must rule over it.” 

And so as we celebrate Christ the King and celebrate that God has 
called us out of the darkness of our sin and into the light of his 
kingdom, We can celebrate the same assurances as the Psalmist 
which are spoken or sung in Psalm 95: 

In the midst of national crisis, this psalm would assure people that 
God is King over all, even when they suffer defeat and death (Ps. 90). 
The psalm references temple practices of worshipping the one true 
God through things such as procession and bowing.  The text may 
have prepared people for the hearing of the reading of God’s Word, 
such as at the Festival of Booths or Tabernacles.   

The opening verses have been sung for centuries in the church as an 
invitation to come to worship the LORD in joyful song.  Some days we 
may struggle to come into God’s presence with such exuberance 
and humility.  Thankfully, the psalmist directs us not to self-
generated emotions, but to remember the God we worship.  He is our 
Creator, who has formed and protected us by His strong hands.  And 
wonderfully more—He is our Good Shepherd, who has made us the 
sheep of His loving hand.  We can remember His salvation and His 
deliverance of His people out of the land of bondage in Egypt.  Just 
as we can remember today, the presence of our LORD Jesus Christ 
in Holy Communion as we repent of our sins and receive the gracious 
mercy and forgiveness of our loving God and his gift of everlasting 
life where we may sing God’s praises without end.  

  Let’s Pray: 

Lord Jesus, Shepherd and King, lead us into Your presence with 
thanksgiving and joy and help us to lovingly invite others out of the 
dominion of darkness into your light and the joys of your everlasting 
Kingdom.  Amen.  
 
Now may you be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the 
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LORD, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God.  May you be strengthened with 
all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.    Amen.   


