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Jan 29, 2023 – 4 Epiphany  

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church – Dade City Florida 

Sermon Notes “Requirement or Blessing” 

Memory Verses:   Micah 6:8  “6…He has told you. Oh man, what is 
good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

Luke 11:28b “Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God 
and keep it!”   

What do I have to do?  …to belong…       to the People of God? 

It is good to know requirements and to be able to celebrate the 
blessings of belonging to God as His people. 

Original call to repentance & point to God’s Redemption.   

Remember God’s saving acts on our behalf: creation, redemption, 
and sanctification. The Lord comes in His Word, calling us to 
repentance. The Holy Spirit moves us to confess our sins and trust 
Jesus for pardon and renewal. 

4 questions,  1)Bowing = worship ,bowing to false gods forbidden.  

2)Burnt offerings (year-old calfs without blemish as in Leviticus 9:3.  
3) pouring oil on the grain offerings. (Lev. 2:1)                                                               
4)Child sacrifice forbidden (Deut. 18:10) though done by heathen 
neighbors. (2 Kings 21:6)  

Luther said, “God requires no good works from us for himself; … 
Faith is the beginning of justification, … Being justified by faith, we 
neither can nor should offer anything to God other than the sacrifice 
of praise; That is, that we bear witness with our preaching of the 
grace we have received, that we magnify God, that we preach his 
glory, and do this preaching through the Gospel.(Hosea 14: 2.) 

Our problem is not a failure to know but a failure to do. see (Romans 
3:23). “justified by His grace … in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).  
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Will your life be one of fulfilling requirements or be governed by 
receiving and passing on blessings? 

Matt.5-7, Sermon on the Mount.  St. Augustine “ the sermon before 
us is perfect all the precepts by which the Christian life is molded.” 

Jesus not making ethical demands but describing the blessings 
followers would fully enjoy in the new heaven and new earth in (Rev. 
21) Beatitudes reflect a common literary form found throughout 
Scripture (e.g. Psalm 1:1; Luke 11:28; Revelation 19: 9) 

 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his 
delight is in the Law of the LORD and on His law he meditates day 
and night.” -- Psalm 1 

devotional book “Be Still AND Know…” published by Broad Street 
Publishing Group LLC of Savage, Minnesota, USA, in 2016, … Jan.27 
reading, “Rules of Happiness, ” Psalm 94: 12 “blessed” = “happy,” 
“Happy are those whom you discipline, O LORD and whom you teach 
out of your law.”  -  Psalm 94:12 

Discipline is often followed by tears, so it seems surprising 
when the Bible associates discipline with happiness! While we 
may feel ashamed when the Lord convicts our hearts of 
wrongdoing, we need to recognize that God's correction is 
ultimately for our good. He wants us to do what is right because 
he loves us. 

It is said that creating boundaries for children gives them 
contentment because they are clear about right and wrong. 
This is the way that God teaches us from his law, he doesn't 
want to enforce rules so that he can punish us when we fail; He 
wants us to know righteousness so that we can freely walk in it. 

 

 Will you let him correct, guide, and instruct you in the way you 
should go? Be blessed as he continues a good work in you. 

Jesus’ response to the woman: “Blessed rather are those who hear 
the word of God and keep it!”  - Luke 11:28 
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Revelation  of Saint John … 7 beatitudes. 

Rev. 1:3  “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is 
written in it, for the time is near.” 

Jesus Christ stands at the center of this and every other scripture. 
His first coming resulted in forgiveness and life for us, and His 
second coming will perfect the new creation. 

6th beatitude (of the Revelation of Saint John) repeats an affirmation 
in Revelation 22:7…“and behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the 
one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

This book is about transcendent hope. It shows how infinitely greater 
God is than evil.  By offering a vision of the new creation soon to be 
revealed, Revelation draws us on toward our blessed hope in Christ. 
To Him be power and glory throughout the ages! 

So May God enable us as individuals and as a congregation to live 
our lives Celebrating that Jesus Christ fulfilled the requirement of 
the law on our behalf So that believing on Jesus and His 
righteousness, we may receive and share the fullness of God's 
blessing in the hope and promise of God's gift of everlasting life. 

 

Let’s Pray: 

Lord, thank you for guiding me into every good thing. Give me ears to 
hear and eyes to see the truth of your ways. Help me to learn from 
your instruction and to know your grace when I need correction. 
Help me not only to hear Your Word but also to keep it in a pure heart 
and thereby produce a fruitful life of service.  Amen. 
 
Now may the God of hope fill  us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope.  And 
may the LORD keep our hearts and minds through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  Amen.   


